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SCHOOL VISITS

@ < Fukuoka Seiryo High School

Date & Time: 10:00 - 12:00
Thursday, September 16, 2004

Visitor: Mr. Amjad Ali Khan, Grand Prize
Laureate
Students: Approximately 800 first- and

second-grade students

At the beginning of the program, students
looked a bit bewildered at the sounds of Indian
classical music they heard for the first time.
Students, however, gradually seemed to be eased of
tension and started to capture the sound of the sarod
as Mr. Amjad Ali Khan encouraged them to sing
together.

In a collaborative performance with Mr. Khan,
the school orchestra members enjoyed playing one
of the Beetle's numbers, "Imagine." Learning Mr.
Khan's belief of "music transcends all," they chose
the song wishing for the world peace. A workshop
with the orchestra members followed, in which
students playing the violin tried to reproduce the
specific melodies of Indian music instructed by Mr.
Khan, finding them quite difficult to follow. "Don’t
think. Feel the music," was Mr. Khan's advice.
Students learned music was not simply to read
music notes but to feel and enjoy by heart.
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© < Joko Junior High School

Date & Time: 8:45 - 9:35
Thursday, September 16, 2004

Visitor: Professor Li Yining, Academic Prize
Laureate
Students: Approximately 350 first- to

third-grade students

"The Aesop's fable, 'The Hare and the Tortoise
tells us that the fast runner rabbit loses to the turtle
in the race, but this story has more to follow." In
front of the students who looked quite puzzled by an
unexpected beginning of the story told by him,
Professor Li Yining continued his talk. The ending
of the story was for both the rabbit and turtle to win
the race by cooperating together. Professor Li
quoted the story to refer the importance of
cooperative ties between Japan and China.

Also being famed as a poet, Professor Li
picked up a brush and wrote a Chinese poem about
the importance of working hard as a present to the
students.

At the end of the program, students enjoyed
playing the Chinese-style of the 'paper, stone and
scissors' game in an amicable manner with

Professor Li.
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4 < Fukusho High School

Date & Time: 14:40 - 15:30
Thursday, September 16, 2004

Visitor: Dr. Ram Dayal Rakesh, Academic
Prize Laureate
Students: Approximately 320 first-grade

students

Dr. Ram Dayal Rakesh spoke about his
experience and studies in front of the students. He
said he was a bookworm in his boyhood. Why he
entered the career as a scholar of cultural studies, he
said he noticed that literature is a mirror which
reflects our life. The prosperity and decline in a
country is reflected in literature works in the
country.

After the talk, they enjoyed a relaxing time,
exchanging views and going through the Japanese
culture of tea ceremony and koto performance.
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€ < Hakata Technical High School

Date & Time: 12:45 - 15:35
Thursday, September 16, 2004

Visitor: Dr. S. Roland Silva, Arts And
Culture Prize Laureate
Students: Approximately 90 students

majoring in architecture

In front of the students in the Architecture
course, Dr. S. Roland Silva spoke about how far the
subject 'architecture’ goes from the view point of
'protection,’ taking conservation activities of the
world monuments and sites in Sri Lanka.

Also reflecting his college life, he said,
"whatever lesson you take at any moment in your
life, do not forget that what you do right now is the
most important thing in the world. Try to acquire as
much knowledge as possible and be a man who is
able to pass the knowledge to people in Japan and
the world."

At the end of the lecture, Dr. Silva was invited
to the tea ceremony hosted by tea ceremony club
members. Members of the cross-culture club also
enjoyed an informal talk to exchange their views

with the laureate.
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