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Honorary Professor, Chung-Ang University
Born May 22, 1926
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Thaw Kaung

Retired Chief Librarian,
Universities Central Library, Yangon

Born December 17, 1937

Myanmar
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Douangdeuane BOUNYAVONG

Textile Researcher
Born June 11, 1947

Lao People’s Democratic Republic
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Shiobaru Elementary School

Date & Time: 14:20 - 15:30
Friday, September 16, 2005

Visitor: Professor Im Dong-kwon,
Grand Prize Laureate
Students: Approximately 170 fourth and

sixth grade students

In front of pupils in their fourth and sixth grade,
Professor Im Dong-kwon introduced Korean folk
stories and games from ancient times.

He spoke of two stories — “Rat’s Choice of
Husband” and “Green Tree Frog.” Pupils listened
very carefully to Professor Im as he explained
about what folk stories tell us about life, such as
the importance of being confident in yourself and
respecting your parents.

After the story-telling, pupils, together with
Professor Im in a circle, enjoyed a Korean game of
“Yutnori,” a similar game of the Japanese variety
of Parcheesi (sugoroku). Everybody became
caught up in the game and time flew by until the
whole program ended in a friendly atmosphere.
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Date & Time: 15:00 - 16:45
Friday, September 16, 2005

Visitor: Dr. Thaw Kaung,
Academic Prize Laureate
Students: Approximately 340 first grade

students

Surrounded by students sitting in a circle, Dr.
Thaw Kaung spoke about the theme “What to
expect from the present youngsters.”

He looked back on his childhood, during which
he was unable to attend school due to illness and
thus spent his time engrossed in books at home,
and told the students the importance of reading,
above all the joy of reading. He said: “By reading
books you are able to jump between time and
space. Know more about the past, future, and the
world.”

In the following discussion with students at the
school library, Dr. Thaw Kaung enjoyed casual

conversations by asking the present youngsters
about their interest.
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Fukuoka Girls High School

Date & Time: 13:50 - 15:40
Friday, September 16, 2005

Visitor: Ms. Douangdeuane Bounyavong,
Arts and Culture Prize Laureate
Students:  Approximately 120 first to third

grade students

First to third grade students in the Fashion
Design course attended the program. Representing
the participants, twenty students clad in traditional
Lao costumes appeared as models, causing other
students to exclaim “how cute!” Ms. Bounyavong
explained the characteristics of the costume and
design for each ethnic group, inviting students’
interest and curiosity. At the end of the program,
those in the costumes were taught one of the Lao

dances to learn more closely about Lao culture.
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Nagazumi Elementary School

Date & Time: 10:40 - 13:10
Friday, September 16, 2005

Visitor: Mr. Tashi Norbu,
Arts and Culture Prize Laureate
Students: Approximately 580 first to sixth

grade pupils

The school gym was packed with the whole
school. Drawing the attending children in a circle
around them, members of the traditional music
group “Tashi Nencha” performed Bhutan’s songs
and dances. The last program *Tashi Labey”
accompanied by the pleasant and lilting rhythm
made the children impatient to dance to the music.
With Mr. Tashi Norbu’s call out “Now, it’s time to
dance!,” all 580 children joined in the circle of
dance. No language was needed. Following how
members danced, the children fully enjoyed their
day of cultural exchange.

After an avalanche of handshakes when leaving
the gym, Mr. Tashi Norbu and his members
entered a classroom for the second graders, where
they welcomed the guests with impressive self
introductions in English. The children and the
guests shared a school Iunch to conclude a pleasant
cultural exchange.
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