Brief Biography

1939 Born in Wellington, New Zealand
Lived with family in the USA (1945-49), Indonesia (1952), and Japan (1957)

1957-65 BA & MA in History from Victoria University of Wellington, Ph.D. from University of
Cambridge

1965-70 Lecturer in History, University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur

1970-89 Fellow (from 1974 Senior Fellow) in Southeast Asian History, the Research School of
Pacific & Asian Studies, Australian National University (ANU), Canberra

1975-86 Chairman, Editorial Committee, the Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA)
Southeast Asia Publications Series

1987~ Fellow, the Australian Academy of the Humanities

1989-99 Professor of Southeast Asian History, the Research School of Pacific & Asian Studies,
ANU

1990-92 International Secretary, the Australian Academy of the Humanities

1996-98 President, ASAA

1997- Corresponding Fellow, the Royal Historical Society

1998-99 Founder and Co-Director, the Centre for the Study of the Chinese Southern Diaspora,
ANU

1999~ Professor of History and Founding Director, the Center for Southeast Asian Studies,
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)

2002~ Director, the Asia Research Institute, National University of Singapore

Major Works

The Contest for North Sumatra: Atjeh, the Netherlands and Britain, 1858-1898, Oxford University
Press, Kuala Lumpur, 1969

The Indonesian National Revolution, 1945-1950, Longmans, Victoria, 1974 (Reprinted by Greenwood
Press, Connecticut, 1986) (Indonesian translation 1996)

The Blood of the People: Revolution and the End of Traditional Rule in Northern Sumatra, Oxford
University Press, Kuala Lumpur, 1979 (Indonesian translation 1986)

Slavery, Bondage and Dependency in Southeast Asia (ed.), University of Queensland Press, St. Lucia
and St. Martin’s Press, New York, 1983

Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680. Vol. I : The Lands below the Winds, Yale
University Press, Connecticut and London, 1988 (Indonesian translation 1992; Japanese translation by
Hirano Hideaki and Tanaka Yuko, Hosei University Press, Tokyo, 1997)

Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680. Vol. Il : Expansion and Crisis, Yale University
Press, Connecticut and London, 1993 (Indonesian translation 1999; Japanese translation by Hirano
Hideaki and Tanaka Yuko, Hosei University Press, Tokyo, 2002)

Sojourners and Settlers: Histories of Southeast Asia and the Chinese, in Honour of Jennifer Cushman
(ed.), Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1996 and University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 2001 (Italian translation
2000)

The Last Stand of Asian Autonomies: Responses to Modernity in the Diverse States of Southeast Asia
and Korea, 1750-1900 (ed.), Macmillan Press Ltd., Hampshire and London, and St. Martin’s Press, New
York, 1997

Charting the Shape of Early Modern Southeast Asia, Silkworm Books, Chiang Mai, 1999





