Brief Biography
1931 Born in Colombo City, Sri Lanka
1951-55 Obtained BA, University of Ceylon (present University of Peradeniya)
1957-61 Assistant Lecturer in History, University of Ceylon
1959-61 Obtained Ph.D., School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London
1961-69 Lecturer and Senior Lecturer in History, University of Ceylon
1968-69 Smuts Visiting Fellow in Commonwealth Studies, University of Cambridge and Visiting
Fellow of Clare Hall, University of Cambridge
1969-95 Foundation Professor, History of Ceylon/Sri Lanka, University of Ceylon
1970-95 Editor-in-Chief, History of Ceylon, Yolume 1l and History of Sri Lanka, Volume 11
1982- Executive Director, International Centre for Ethnic Studies (ICES)
1985-89 Vice-Chairman, University Grants Commission, Sri Lanka
1986-88 President, International Association of Historians of Asia
1991 Awarded D.Litt., University of London
1991-92 Fellow, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington D.C.
Major Works

Social Policy and Missionary Organizations in Ceylon, 1840-1855, for the Royal Commonwealth
Society, Vol.XXVT in the Imperial Studies Series, Longmans Green Co., London, 1965

History of Ceylon (ed. and part author), Vol. 1II (from the beginning of the 19th century to 1948),
University of Ceylon, Colombo, 1973

A History of Sri Lanka, C Hurst & Co. Ltd., London and University of California Press, Berkeley and
Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1981

Managing Ethnic Tensions in Multi-Ethnic Societies: Sri Lanka, 1880-1985, University Press of
America Inc., Maryland, 1986

J. R. Jayewardene of Sri Lanka: A Political Biography (co-author), (Vol. I, 1906-1956), the University
of Hawaii Press, Honolulu and Quartet Books Ltd., London, 1988), (Vol. II, 1956-1989), the University
of Hawaii Press, Honolulu and Leo Cooper Publishers, London, 1994

Regional Powers and Small State Security: India and Sri Lanka, 1977-1990, Woodrow Wilson Center
Press, Washington D.C. and the Johns Hopkins University Press, Maryland, 1995

History of Sri Lanka, (ed. and part author), Vol. Il (from c1500 to c¢1800), University of Peradeniya,
Peradeniya, 1995

Sri Lanka (two part volume of documents) (ed.) in the British Documents on the End of Empire series.
Part I - The Second World War and the Soulbury Commission 1939-1945, Part 1l - Towards
Independence 1945-1948, Stationery Office for the Institute of Commonwealth Studies in the University
of London, London, 1997

Reaping the Whirlwind: Ethnic Conflict, Ethnic Politics in Sri Lanka, Penguin Books, New Delhi, 1998
Pursuit of Peace in Sri Lanka: Past Failures and Future Prospects (co-ed. and part author), ICES,
Kandy, 2000

Conflict and Violence in South Asia, Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka (ed. and part author),
ICES, Kandy, 2000






